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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MANILA 7127 
E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS, RP 

SUBJELT: CIVIR HIJACKING - PAL FLIGHT 1 16 
REF: MANILA 7125 

1 . ACCORDING TO OFFICIAL AND WIRE SERVICE SOURCES, FOLLOWING HAS 
OCCURED SINCE REFTEL: 

A. AT ABOUT 1630 LOCAL TIME MAY 22, HIJACKERS RELEASED FOUR 
WOMEN AND NINE CHILDREN INCLUDING ONE AMCIT, MRS. MARTHA 

TALTON (PROBABLY SAME AS "MARTY DALTON" IN REFTEL) OF NORTH CAROLINA. 
SHE REPORTEDLY RESPRESENT RAVENOLD (PHONETIC) TRAVEL AGENCY AND IS 
IN PHILIPPINES AS GUEST GOP. WOMEN AND CHILDREN WERE FLOWN TO MANILA 
ARRIVING EARLY MORNING MAY 23. MRS. TALTON TELEPHONED EMBASSY DUTY 
OFFICER AT ABOUT 0300 MAY 23. SHE REPORTED CONDITIONS INSIDE 
AIRCRAFT AWFUL BUT SAID GOP AUTHORITIES APPEARED DETERMINED NOT GIVE 
IN TO DEMANDS. SHE EXPRESSED CONCERN FOR SAFETY OF AMERICANS ON 
BOARD AND URGED EMBASSY TO DO EVERYTHING IT COULD. 

B. GOP AUTHORITIES REPORTEDLY OFFERED HIJACKERS AMNESTY 
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ACCORDING WIRE SERVICE SOURCE, HIJACKERS ARE CONSIDERING RELEASE 
REMAINING WOMEN BUT EXPRESS DETERMINATION HOLD ALL MEN UNTIL 
ARRIVAL SAFE HAVEN. 

C. ACCORDING WIRE SERVICE SOURCE, ON AFTERNOON MAY 22, 

HIJACKERS SENT TWO HOSTAGES TO PLEAD WITH AUTHORITIES FOR FOOD AND 
WATER. THEY PLED HIJAKCERS' CASE TOO WELL AND WERE REFUSED 
PERMISSION TO RETURN TO PLANE. HOWEVER, AUTHORITIES RELENTED 
SUFFICIENTLY TO SUPPLY PLANE WITH LIMITED QUANTITY OF FOOD AND 
WATER (LATTER CONFIRMED BY OFFICIAL SOURCES). 

D. WE HAVE RECEIVED FROM GOP AUTHORITIES GARBLED LIST OF 
NAMES OF AMCITS AS FOLLOWS: JOHN RIDGE OF FARMTECH (PHONETIC) 
TRADING COMPANY (PROBABLY SAME AS "JOHN BRIDGE" LISTED REFTEL), 

MAX HUTTNER, JOHN MALLET, AND MARY DALTON (SEE PARA A ABOVE). 
ANDRIS MACS NOT MENTIONED. WEYERHAUSER OFFICIAL HAS CONTACTED US 
TO EXPRESS CONCERN FOR SAFETY MACS AND WORRY THAT HE MIGHT BE 
SINGLED OUT FOR RANSOM SHOULD HIJACKERS LEARN HIS IDENTITY. EMBOFF 
SAID HE THOUGHT LATTER UNLIKELY SINCE IT WOULD BE INCONSISTENT 
WITH PATTERN OF BEHAVIOR OF PREVIOUS MUSLIM HIJACKERS. 

E. WIRE SERVICE SOURCE REPORTS THAT PLANE HAS BEEN RUNNING 
ENGINE TO SUPPLY VENTILATION AND LIGHTS AND REPORTEDLY STILL HAS 
ENOUGH FUEL TO LAST SEVERAL MORE HOURS. 

G. WE HAVE NOT YET SEEN COPY OF PASSENGER LIST, BUT WIRE 
SERVICE SOURCE INFORMED EMBOFF THAT HE HAD CHECKED LIST CAREFULLY 
AND FOUND NO ONE OF PROMINENCE LISTED. 

2. AS OF 1 100 LOCAL TIME MAY 23, STALEMATE CONTINUES, AND WE 
ARE AWARE OF NO DEVELOPMENTS THAT WOULD INDICATED AN EARLY BREAK. 

SULLIVAN 
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